Peritoneal fluid profiles.
Peritoneal fluid in women is very sensitive to many physiologic and pathologic gynecologic and obstetric conditions. Peritoneal fluid specimens can be obtained from women easily by culdocentesis. Routine assay for the presence or absence of malignant cells in peritoneal fluid from women with early ovarian cancer is indicated to determine the prognosis for the patient and the necessity for further therapy. The serial cytologic and biochemical evaluation of peritoneal fluid seems to be the best currently available means to determine persistent or recurrent ovarian cancer as well as to monitor therapy in a woman with normal clinical and roentgenographic examinations.